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The Buddhist Abhidharma and the Taoist
"Spirit-being" School
Du Jiwen
Professor, Institute for Research on World Religions,
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
Summary

The Hinayana Abhidharma became popular in china earlier than the Mahayana Prajiia,
and exerted more influence. It had the same opinion as the Taoist “Spirit-being”
School in advocating the no-change of race and the no-change of people’s nature. It is
the philosophical pillar of Buddhist theory that “The form will decay but the spirit
will never extinguish”. It also provided a systematic and theoretical explanation on
the then clanish rules and Confucianist filial piety. Therefore, it became the theory
with the most Chinese Buddhist flavor.

Keywords: 1.Abhidharma 2.spirit-being 3.people’s nature 4.race
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